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Safety on the Equipment

· Immediately report any damaged or missing equipment.

· Report low fall material.  Since most injuries on playground equipment are the result of falls to the ground, ample fall material is essential.

· Discourage small children from using playground equipment not designed for their use.  Kindergarteners may not have the reach and strength to use upper grade play equipment.

Supervision

· More than 40% of all injuries on playgrounds are due to lack of supervision.

· Yard supervisors should maintain constant watch of children and not congregate to talk or sit in the shade.

· [image: image2.wmf]Question all people you do not recognize on campus in a friendly manner.  A simple “May I help you?” can determine if the person should be on campus.   Contact the office if you have any concerns.

· Move around to maintain visibility to the children.

· Keep your focus on equipment that has the greatest risk of injury.  Many of the playground injuries in SIA member districts have been from horizontal ladders.

Simple Maintenance 

· Ensure fall material is loose and ample.  Material is often kicked away in high use areas such as at the base of the slide.  Move material back under equipment with a rake or your foot.

· [image: image3.wmf]Keep written logs of all inspections and maintenance that have been performed.

· Remove sharp objects from fall material.  If you find needles, broken glass or other dangerous objects, use gloves or a shovel.  If children are present, send for assistance while preventing the children from entering the area.
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