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Bloodborne pathogens are microorganisms found in blood or other body fluids that can cause disease in people.  Human immunodeficiency virus (HIV), Hepatitis B (HBV) and Hepatitis C (HCV) are well known examples of bloodborne pathogens.  Pathogens that cause these and other serious illnesses may be carried by blood or other potentially infectious materials.  There are a variety of ways school staff can be exposed to bloodborne pathogens so it is important to take precautions.

Be Cautious
· Know the procedures for responding to an incident involving bodily fluids. 
· Treat all blood and body fluids as if they are infected.

· If helping an injured or sick child, protect yourself first while trying to calm and comfort them.
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· Always use personal protective equipment (PPE) such as gloves and eyewear.
· Check PPE for damage before putting it on. 
· Carefully remove PPE to prevent the spread of contamination.
· Wash exposed skin immediately and thoroughly with soap and water.

· Clean up all spills immediately or warn others of the spill until it can be properly cleaned.
· Use appropriate cleaning materials provided by the district.

· Dispose of used needles carefully and immediately in assigned puncture-resistant, leak proof containers identified by the biohazard symbol.
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· Don’t clean up broken glass by hand; use tongs, a brush and pan, etc.

· Don’t let the fear of exposure to bloodborne pathogens keep you from helping an injured person.
· Know the location of the school site’s bloodborne pathogen manual.
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